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Appendix B: Federal, State, and Regional Regulations 
1. Clean Water Act (CWA): In 1977, the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act of 1972 was amended and became known as the Clean 
Water Act. The CWA, implemented by EPA, outlaws the discharge 
of pollutants to the waters of the United States from any point 
source unless the discharge is in compliance with a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. 
Amendments to the CWA in 1987 and 1990 added provisions for 
the regulation of municipal and industrial stormwater discharges. 
Three NPDES permits regulate the discharge of pollutants in 
stormwater in the Los Angeles area: the General Construction 
Activities Stormwater Permit (GCASP), the General Industrial 
Activities Stormwater Permit (GIASP), and the Permit of Municipal 
Stormwater and Urban Runoff Discharges with Los Angeles 
County. Permit requirements include prevention of sediment 
loading from construction sites, implementation of BMPs to reduce 
or eliminate the input of sediment or pollutants into stormwater, and 
prevention of water quality degradation. The CWA also includes the 
Los Angeles Region 4 Basin Plan (1995). The Basin Plan 
designates beneficial uses for surface and ground waters as well as 
sets objectives to protect these uses. It also describes 
implementation programs to protect the region’s water. 

2. Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (1970): This law allows 
California to administer its own clean water regulations. It is at least 
as stringent as the federal CWA. The Porter-Cologne Act 
established the State Water Resources Control Board as the 
ultimate authority over water quality policy and the Regional Water 
Quality Control Boards to oversee water quality on a day-to-day 
basis at the local/regional level. One important function of the 
Regional Boards is to develop regional Basin Plans, which 
establish beneficial uses of protected waters, water quality 
standards, and measures to control non-point and point sources of 
pollution to California’s waters. 

3. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA): RCRA was 
enacted in 1976 and is implemented by the EPA. RCRA requires 
the EPA to develop regulations to implement its provisions and 
provides the general framework of the national hazardous and solid 
waste disposal program. This program includes the determination 
of whether hazardous wastes are being generated, requirements 
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for safe management of wastes, and procedures for tracking 
wastes from generator to disposal. 

4. Hazardous Waste Control Law (HWCL): This law, Chapter 6.5 of 
Division 20 of the Health and Safety Code, is implemented/ 
enforced by the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 
The HWCL is a California law that implements the federal RCRA as 
a “cradle-to-grave” waste management system in California. The 
HWCL specifies that generators have the primary responsibility to 
determine if their waste is hazardous and to ensure its proper 
management. The HWCL also establishes criteria for the reuse and 
recycling of hazardous waste used or reused as raw materials. 

5. Oil Pollution Act (1990): This Act is enforced by the EPA. Any 
hazardous waste spill from a vessel must be reported by the owner 
of the vessel. Owners are responsible for cleanup and any 
damages. Marinas are responsible for any oil contamination 
resulting from activities at their facilities including dumping or 
spilling oil or oil-based paint and the use of chemically treated 
agents. 

6. Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program (1990): Enforced by 
NOAA and the EPA this program was developed as a more 
comprehensive solution to the problem of polluted runoff in coastal 
areas.  It was established by Congress under Section 6217 of the 
Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments (CZARA).   

“The Program builds upon existing coastal zone management and 
water quality programs by applying a consistent set of 
economically achievable measures to prevent and mitigate runoff 
pollution problems. 

State programs incorporate management measures to address 
land-based sources of runoff from agriculture, forestry, urban 
developments, marinas, hydromodification (e.g., stream 
channelization), and the loss of wetland and riparian areas.  They 
also provide accountability through a variety of implementation 
tools, including rules, ordinances, voluntary approaches, 
educational campaigns, and financial incentives, all backed by 
enforceable policies and mechanisms.” 

(NOAA, http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/czm/6217/) 
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7. Los Angeles Region (4) Basin Plan (1995): The Basin Plan gives 
the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board the authority 
to designate beneficial uses for surface and ground waters.  It sets 
narrative and numerical objectives that must be attained or 
maintained to protect the designated beneficial uses and conform 
to the state’s antidegradation policy.  Working under the laws set by 
the Clean Water Act and the Porter-Cologne Act the Basin Plan 
describes different implementation programs to protect all waters in 
the region. 

8. Clean Vessel Act (1992): The Clean Vessel Act was established by 
Congress to provide funding for pumpout stations and waste 
reception facilities for recreational boaters.  Originally it was to be 
funded for 5 years but was reauthorized in 1998 for more funding.  
The facilities would provide recreational boaters with alternatives to 
overboard waste dumping.  

9. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL 1973/1978): The International Maritime Organization, a 
group originally established in 1948 to promote maritime safety, 
adopted the MARPOL treaty as a reaction to oil spills in 
international waters.  Eventually it was recognized that further 
measures needed to be addressed regarding pollution of he marine 
environment by ships from operational or accidental causes.  After 
the addition of another treaty in 1978 the convention now covers 
pollution by oil, chemicals, harmful substances in packaged form, 
sewage and garbage. 

10. Marine Plastic Pollution Research and Control Act (MPPRCA 
1987): This is the United States version of MARPOL.  It applies to 
foreign vessels in U.S. waters and U.S. vessels anywhere in the 
world.  It states that it is illegal to throw plastic off any vessel within 
the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) – within 200 miles of the 
U.S. Shoreline.  It also states that it is illegal to throw any garbage 
overboard in U.S. waters or within 3 nautical miles.  This act is 
enforced by the Coast Guard. 
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Pertinent Port of Los Angeles Tariff No. 4 Clauses: 
Item 1835: DRIPPING OIL 

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit any 
vehicle from which gasoline or oil is dripping, or cause any such 
vehicle to be permitted, to be driven, stood, or operated, or to remain 
on any wharf or landing in Los Angeles Harbor. 

Item 1838: SAND FOR ABSORBING WASTE OIL 

Suitable sand shall be kept in buckets and used for absorbing 
waste oil which may fall upon the floors of wharves, and such sand, 
when saturated, shall be removed to a safe place outside the wharf 
and premises. It shall be the duty of persons holding berth 
assignments to comply with and enforce this rule on wharves assigned 
to them. 

Item 1870: DUMPING INTO NAVIGABLE WATERS 

It shall be unlawful to throw, discharge, or deposit, or cause, 
suffer, or procure to be thrown, discharged, or deposited, either from or 
out of any vessel, or from the shore, wharf, manufacturing 
establishment, or mill of any kind, any refuse matter or other substance 
of any kind or description whatever into the navigable waters of Los 
Angeles Harbor; and it shall be unlawful to deposit, or cause, suffer, or 
procure to be deposited material of any kind in any place, or on the 
bank of any navigable water, where the same shall be liable to be 
washed into such navigable water, either by ordinary or high tides, or 
by storms or floods or otherwise, whereby navigation within the limits 
of Los Angeles Harbor shall or may be impeded or obstructed; 
provided, that nothing herein contained shall extend to, apply to, or 
prohibit operations in connection with the improvement of Los Angeles 
Harbor, or the construction of public works considered necessary and 
proper by the Board; and provided, further, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend to, apply to, or prohibit the depositing of any 
material above mentioned in such navigable waters within such limits 
as may be defined, and under such conditions as may be prescribed, 
by the Executive Director or the proper Engineer Officer of the United 
States Department of Defense. 
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Item 1871: RUBBISH AND WASTE MATERIAL 

It shall be unlawful to throw, discharge, or deposit, or cause, 
suffer, or procure to be thrown, discharged, or deposited upon any 
wharf, landing, thoroughfare, or other premise under the jurisdiction of 
the Board, any decayed or decaying fruits, fish or vegetables, or the 
carcass of any dead animal or putrefying matter, or any rubbish or 
refuse matter of any kind. Upon the neglect, failure or refusal of any 
person so throwing or depositing any such material mentioned above 
to immediately remove the same, it shall be the duty of the Executive 
Director to remove the same at the expense of such person 
responsible therefore. 

Item 1872: UNLOADING GARBAGE FROM VESSELS PROHIBITED 

It shall be unlawful to unload, remove or discharge, or cause, 
suffer or permit to be unloaded, removed or discharged, from any 
vessel in Los Angeles Harbor any garbage or refuse matter of any 
kind; provided, however, that any garbage or any refuse matter may be 
unloaded, removed, or discharged from any vessel into such other 
vessel or vessels or such other vehicle or vehicles as may be 
designated by the Executive Director for the collection or disposal of 
garbage or refuse matter. 

Item 1873: DISCHARGING OIL INTO WATER PROHIBITED 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to pump, discharge or 
deposit, or to cause or permit to be pumped, discharged or deposited, 
or to pass or to allow to pass or to escape in or into the waters of Los 
Angeles Harbor any of the following materials or substances: oil, 
spirits, combustible liquids, coal tar, refuse, residuary products of coal, 
petroleum, asphalt, bitumen, or other carbonaceous materials or sub-
stances, or any products or compound of, or any bilge water containing 
any of said materials or substances; and it shall be unlawful for 
owners, masters, officers and agents of vessels, terminal operators 
and others on shore, or any person participating in the transfer of such 
materials or substances, or products or compounds thereof, or any 
bilge water containing any of said materials or substances, having 
knowledge of the pumping, discharging, depositing, passage or 
escapement of such materials or substances, to fail to report the same 
immediately to the Harbor Department; and upon discovering such 
pumping, discharging, depositing, passage or escapement, such 
owners, masters, officers and agents of vessels, terminal operators 
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and others on shore, or any person participating in the transfer of such 
materials or substances, shall forthwith confine any such materials or 
substances and clean up and remove the same from the waters of Los 
Angeles Harbor. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person in charge of a marine oil 
terminal to cause, suffer or permit such terminal to load, discharge, 
handle or store any petroleum or petroleum products unless not less 
than 305 lineal meters of workable oil spill booms are available on the 
premises assigned to the operator of such marine oil terminal pursuant 
to the provisions of Item No. 1000 of Section Ten hereof; provided, 
however, that the City reserves the right to grant permission to the 
person in charge of a marine oil terminal to install an air barrier system 
of controlling spilled petroleum or petroleum products in lieu of the 
aforesaid requirement of oil spill booms if such is first approved by the 
Executive Director. 

Item 1880: REGULATION OF BALLAST, DISCHARGE, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to pump, discharge or 
deposit, or to cause or permit to be pumped, discharged or deposited, 
or to pass or to allow to pass or escape in or into the waters of Los 
Angeles Harbor any foul bilge water, ballast, slops or refuse without 
having first obtained written permission so to do from the Executive 
Director, and the Executive Director may grant such permission subject 
to such terms and conditions as in his sole discretion may be 
necessary for the prevention of water pollution, such as, but not limited 
to, pumping or discharging above the water line so that a visible outfall 
may be constantly inspected. 
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Appendix C: USEPA Requirements for Hazardous 
Waste 

The EPA may regulate chemical wastes as hazardous if they 
exhibit any of the following characteristics: 

Ignitability 

A waste exhibits the characteristic of ignitability if a 
representative sample of the waste has any of the following 
properties: 
1. It is a liquid, other than an aqueous solution containing less 

than 24% alcohol by volume, and has flash point less than 
60ºC (140ºF), as determined by a Pensky-Martens Closed 
Cup Tester or a Setaflash Closed Cup Tester, or as 
determined by an equivalent test method approved by the 
EPA.  

2. It is not a liquid and is capable, under standard temperature 
and pressure, of causing fire through friction, absorption of 
moisture, or spontaneous chemical changes and, when 
ignited, burns so vigorously and persistently that it creates a 
hazard.  

3. It is ignitable compressed gas.  
4. It is an oxidizer.  

Corrosivity 

A waste exhibits the characteristic of corrosivity if a 
representative sample of the waste has any of the following 
properties: 
1. It is aqueous and has a pH less than or equal to 2, or greater 

than or equal to 12.5, as determined by a pH mater using 
either an EPA test method or and equivalent test method 
approved by the EPA.  

2. It is a liquid and corrodes steel (SAE 1020) at a rate greater 
than 6.35 mm (0.250) per year at a test temperature of 55ºC 
(130ºF), or in an equivalent test method approved by the 
EPA. 
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Reactivity 

A waste exhibits the characteristic of reactivity if a 
representative sample of the waste has any of the following 
properties: 
1. It is normally unstable and readily undergoes violent change 

without detonating, e.g., explosive polymerization. 
2. It reacts violently with water. 
3. It forms potentially explosive mixtures with water. 
4. When mixed with water, it generates toxic gases, vapors, or 

fumes in a quantity sufficient to present a danger to human 
health or the environment. 

5. It is a cyanide or sulfide bearing waste which, when exposed 
to pH conditions between 2 and 12.5, can generate toxic 
gases, vapors, or fumes in a quantity sufficient to present a 
danger to human health or the environment. 

6. It is capable to detonation or explosive reaction if it is 
subjected to a strong initiating source or if heated under 
confinement. 

7. It is readily capable of detonation or explosive decomposition 
or reaction at a standard temperature and pressure. 

8. It is a forbidden explosive, a Class A explosive, or a Class B 
explosive. 

Toxicity 

A waste exhibits the characteristic of toxicity if a representative 
sample of the waste has any of the following properties: 
1. Any chemical at the right dose could be toxic to humans. 

However, there are some chemicals that are known to be 
hazardous at very low concentrations, over a very short 
exposure time, or after repeated exposures. These 
chemicals are the toxins, poisons, and carcinogens. 

2. A toxin may be mutagenic and cause a heritable chance in 
the gene structure or may also be teratogenic and cause a 
malformation of an embryo. Pregnant women and persons in 
their childbearing years should not work with or, or at 
minimum, use extreme caution while handling these 
materials. 
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3. The toxicity of a material due to its ability to interfere with the 

metabolism of living tissue. An acute toxin can cause an 
adverse effect after a single or short duration exposure. A 
chronic toxin causes an adverse effect after repeated 
exposures, after a long duration single exposure, or after a 
long latency period. Carcinogens are examples of chronic 
toxins that have a long latency period before the effects of 
the exposure are observed. 

 




