
 

 

PORT OF LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
EIR/AESTHETIC MITIGATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

Port of Los Angeles 
425 S. Palos Verdes Street 

San Pedro, California 
 

Minutes 
December 8, 2011 

 
ATTENDEES 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS/PCAC POLA STAFF 
Richard Havenick, Acting Chair Teresa Pisano – Environmental Management 
Chuck Hart, Voting Member Jan Green Rebstock-Environmental Mgmt. 
Jody James, Alternate Member  
Frank Anderson, Alternate Member  
  
PUBLIC PARTICIPANTS  
Gwen Butterfield, Butterfield Communications, Representing BNSF 
Trini Jimenez, Director of Government Affairs, BNSF 
 
 
MEETING LOCATION: POLA Charter High School, 250 W. 5th St. San Pedro, CA  90731 
 
A. Call to Order:  Richard Havenick, 4:50 p.m. 

 
B. Sign In / Introductions 

 
C. Agenda was Approved 

 
D. The Minutes of the October 13, 2011 EIR/Aesthetic Mitigation Subcommittee 

meeting were approved as amended.  Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 
Director of Government Affairs, Trini Jimenez, and Gwen Butterfield, consultant 
for BNSF asked for an amendment to Page 5, Paragraph 1, under Agenda Item 
H.  The Draft Minutes read that the SCIG project was designed to replace the 
Hobart Yard.  This statement was removed, as it was not correct.   

 
E. Public Comment: None 

 
F. POLA Staff Updates: 

I. China Shipping Amended Stipulated Judgment (ASJ) Aesthetic Mitigation 
Fund: 
a. Monitoring Document for ASJ Projects: 

Teresa Pisano, the Environmental Mitigation Coordinator, provided an 
update on the status of the Aesthetic Mitigation projects.  See attached 
matrix. 



 

 

 
2. Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Schedule of California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) Projects: 
a. Intermodal Container Transfer Facility (ICTF) - Anticipated Release of 

DEIR, end of December 2011 
b. American Presidents Line (APL) EIR – Expect to Release EIR by end of 

December 2011 
3. Status on Health Impact Assessment (HIA): 
 POLA is working with various agencies to determine how to move forward 

with the applicable protocols and criteria. 
 
G. Discussion/Southern California International Gateway (SCIG) Project DEIR: 

Richard Havenick distributed copies of a Draft comment letter from the 
Subcommittee. 
 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Director of Government Affairs, Trini 
Jimenez, upon reading the SCIG Draft EIR comment letter from the Committee 
commented on his objection to the summary stating that the proposed project 
was less efficient than doing all loading on dock.  Mr. Jimenez explained why it 
was impossible to load all cargo on dock.  Even if all terminals at both ports had 
on dock rail there would still be a need for the proposed near-dock SCIG project. 
 
BNSF has increased its use of on dock rail wherever possible. Mr. Jimenez 
questioned the committee’s comments, stating that the nearby sensitivity 
receptors (i.e. Hudson Elementary School) would be used to monitor pollution 
caused by SCIG (as if there were no current emissions from the industrial 
trucking uses at the proposed SCIG site).  He mentioned that the DEIR stated 
that the SCIG Health Risk would be (-161), 17 times cleaner than the baseline of 
10 in a million.  The SCIG Health Risk far surpassing the port’s goal of no 
increase of more than 10 in a million.  SCIG is an improvement to the area. 
 
Mr. Jimenez and BNSF consultant Gwen Butterfield stated that no trucks will 
ever travel north of Pacific Coast Highway past any sensitive receptors. The 
clean trucks will be on a designated truck route controlled by GPS. 
 
Richard Havenick mentioned that he would review the draft letter and consider 
making some changes to reflect comments made during the committee 
discussion.  He would then email the revised comment letter to the EIR Sub-
committee prior to submitting it to the Port of LA. 
 

H.  Old Business/New Business/Non Agenda Items:  None 
  
I.  Next Meeting, January 12, 2012 at the Wilmington Senior Citizen Center 



 

 

 
J. Adjournment:  6:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
Signature on File     
Richard Havenick, Acting Chair  
EIR/Aesthetic Mitigation Subcommittee 

 
 
 
Signature on File     
Debra Babcock-Doherty, PCAC Executive Assistant 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


