
 

1 

 

IN THIS EDITION: 
 

• Status of I-710 EIR/EIS Contracts 
• GCCOG Air Quality Action Plan  
• 710 Early Action Projects  
• Truck Inspections Program 
• Alternative Technologies Update  
• Current Caltrans Projects 
 

 
Status of I-710 EIR/EIS Contracts 
 
On June 20, 2007, Metro Board’s Planning & Programming Committee recommended 
approval of a contract with URS Corporation to prepare the I-710 EIR/EIS and 
Engineering Project Report, as well as a contract with Moore Iacafano Goltsman (MIG) 
for the Facilitation of Community Participation in the I-710 EIR/EIS.  The Committee 
has forwarded its recommendations to the full Metro Board.  This work will be funded 
jointly by Metro, Gateway Cities COG, Caltrans, SCAG, Port of Long Beach, Port of Los 
Angeles, and the I-5 JPA.  If approved the consultant team will begin its work by 
preparing for public environmental scoping meetings and assisting the Gateway Cities 
COG and I-710 Project Committee with the formation of the committees called for in the 
adopted Community Participation Framework.   
 
 
Air Quality Action Plan for the I-710 Corridor    

The Tier 2 report included in the I-710 Major Corridor Study had as one of its guiding 
principles, “Health is the overriding consideration”.  And health means improving air 
quality.  In its more detailed recommendations, the Tier 2 Community Advisory 
Committee, followed by the Oversight Policy Committee and the Metro Board of 
Directors, called for an I-710 Corridor Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP).  This effort is 
not intended to supplant the I-710 EIR/EIS.  
 
In June, 2007 the Gateway Cities Council of Governments made a “down payment” on 
that Plan by completing and releasing the Preliminary Report on the Development of the 
Air Quality Action Plan for the I-710 Corridor that will guide the COG in forthcoming 
plan development.  The Preliminary Report summarizes the history of the I-710 planning 
and improvement efforts, the air quality improvement activity that has taken place since 
the conclusion of the Major Corridor Study, input from stakeholders and recommended 
next steps. 



 

The Draft Preliminary Report was prepared over a six-month period by the environmental 
consulting firm of Gladstein, Neandross and Associates with a $75,000 grant from Metro.  
The COG Board heard a presentation of the Report by Mr. Cliff Gladstein and will 
consider its content and next steps over the coming months.  The Report will also be 
presented to the new I-710 EIR/EIS Project Committee and I-710 EIR/EIS Executive 
Committees later this summer.  
 
Looking toward next steps, the Preliminary Report outlines the recommended content of 
the actual AQAP, suggests steps to launch the effort, and provides cost estimates for 
completion of the plan.  Included in the preliminary report is a list of recommendations 
from environmental stakeholders as to early actions that I-710 corridor communities 
could pursue to improve air quality while the full AQAP is being developed. 
 
 
I-710 Early Action Projects 
 
The environmental studies for the I-710 Corridor improvements will be initiated this 
summer.  In the meantime, there are three locations that require earlier implementation to 
deal with current congestion and safety problems associated with high volumes of heavy-
duty trucks: 
 

1. Shoemaker Bridge and PCH and Anaheim St. interchanges 
2. Firestone Blvd. Interchange 
3. Atlantic Blvd./Bandini Blvd. Interchange 

 
Funding is being requested or secured to evaluate congestion relief requirements at these 
locations in a manner that would be compatible with potential future improvements.  
These evaluations would assess near-term improvements to reduce congestion on the 
mainline freeway and at the interchange ramps, reduce accidents, improve safety, 
improve air quality, correct current freeway design deficiencies at these locations, and 
replace older bridges with modern bridges that meet current earthquake standards and 
allow for increased open space.   
 
 
Truck Enforcement and Inspection Study Underway    
 
With funding provided by Metro, the Gateway Cities COG is moving forward on the 
shared goal of maintaining clean, safe goods movement in the I-710 Corridor.  With the 
new funding, a study is underway to determine whether modern state-of-the-art truck 
enforcement and inspection facilities can be located within the Corridor.  Working with 
local cities, this study should be completed later this year.  Officials from the Gateway 
Cities COG have studied the advances made by the State of Florida in high technology 
truck inspection and believe this technology could be a great benefit to the I-710 
communities and commuters.  Various sites will be examined to determine access 
feasibility along with enforcement and inspections that would include weight, safety and 
air pollution inspections. 
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Alternative Goods Movement Technologies 
 
As the demand for cleaner goods movement has grown in the last few years, so have the 
number of companies working to develop or adapt new technologies (see Winter 2006 
Newsletter) that could also move cargo containers.  While not yet in commercial 
operation, these technologies hold out the promise of improving air quality by moving 
containerized freight with zero emissions locally and by removing significant truck 
volumes from the local freeways.  The I-710 EIR/EIS will evaluate the feasibility of 
including this type of technology within the freeway corridor.   
 
Since we last reported, the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles have engaged the firm 
of Cambridge Systematics and embarked on a Zero-Emissions (“Green”) Container 
Mover System Evaluation Study.  The year long study will assess ten alternative 
technologies for moving containers from the San Pedro Bay Ports to the Intermodal 
Container Transfer Facility (ICTF) and potentially to the proposed Southern California 
International Gateway (SCIG).  These are what are known as “near dock” rail facilities 
and represent an even shorter trip than the 18 miles up the I-710 to the rail yards in 
Commerce and Vernon.  As such they have excellent potential as an early testing arena 
for new technologies.  The study will compare and contrast the alternative technologies 
with conventional trucks, cleaner trucks, electric trucks, and liquid natural gas (LNG) 
trucks.  The results of the study will be of great interest to the I-710 corridor communities 
as the work of the I-710 EIR/EIS progresses. 
 
 
Current Caltrans Projects 
 
While the longer term I-710 EIR/EIS work goes forward, it is important to highlight that 
Caltrans has eleven very significant “real time” Route 710 projects underway, most of 
which either have already begun construction or are scheduled to begin this year.  A map 
and project description of each of these projects is attached, as well as a map depicting 
Route 710 Long Life Pavement Projects.  
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